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ABSTRACT

Covid -19 pandemic has drastically changed the hewsglearning process. Our educational system irakrareas is not
that efficient, even in the better times. Addinghis, the pace of the corona’'s spread has congpétie governments to
shut down the educational institutions even after lockdown resulting in the transition of physiésdrning to online.
The developed countries, however, could cope Withscenario. It has affected the students of @iion, mainly in the
rural areas, exceptionally. Even though the stusl@ftrural areas faced challenges in their classmeducation before
this pandemic, they somehow managed to hark tol#fsses to enhance their skills. However, the pamci®as thrust the
students into ambiguity towards learning as mosthef rural areas' students are illiterate in usitige technology to

educate themselves. This paper presents the difficwf the students of the rural areas in attegdiheir online classes.
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INTRODUCTION

On March 11, 2020, WHO declared a novel coronasvinutbreak as a global pandemic, India's Prime gt&niShri

Narendra Modi ordered a nationwide lockdown andesurrestricting all the people indoors, compellingm to use all
the precautionary measures like wearing a maskikgesocial distance. It affected our nation's @toic growth acutely.
Keeping aside all these sectors, educational inistits have faced a significant loss because of trandemic.
Simultaneously the aspect of Conducting examinatafrhigher education students and coping with geurchildren was
kept in ambiguity. When the government decidedadhgough online education, most teachers got arpia opportunity

to polish their skills without squandering theirmdemic year. However, the transition from offlifassrooms to online
education created many challenges, especiallyri areas. Many rural area families have no acte$ésoadband and
android mobiles and laptops because their econaomstraints are not obtainable. According to thg kelicators of

household social consumption on education in Inelrt based on the 2017-2018national sample sulesythan 15%of
rural Indian households have access to the intéesebpposed to 42%urban Indian households). A h&¥eof people
surveyed (aged above 5)in rural areas —just 85%mafes, could use the internet. Most of the famitle not have any

laptops or computers.

Even though there is much scope to strengthenribe/liedge and creative skills through online edwuestit still
left us with many challenges. Based on UNESCO'sne®0% of the students were affected becauséisfpandemic
globally. However, it has reduced to 67% duringel@020. According to UNESCO's report, almost 14esmf primary

and 13 crores of secondary students are affectédidpandemic. Even the topmost institutions atewell equipped with
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digital devices and learning apps. Under theseaigistances expecting online education for ruralesttelwith modernized
devices and learning apps is inconceivable. THeviahg are the practical problems noticed amongrthral students in
attending the online classes.

Digital Divide

India is a developing country with a many diveesifiurban and rural population. Because of this gamd these
differences were multiplied by the introductionarfline education. Most urban families, whether theyy middle class or
upper-middle class, can afford smart phones antbpapfor their wards and encourage them towardsresihg their
creative skills and knowledge without any hesitatimd inhibitions. In contrast, the parents ofrilmal areas, even though
they strongly desire that their wards be successtuinot purchase these expensive gadgets bechtiseirceconomic
constraints. Broadband connectivity and data speedanother difficulty. Broadband connectivity peagon is very high
in urban areas when compared to rural areas. It miosl areas, even voice calls cannot be placecbiwverse. They
search for a designated place when they need towitiatheir known persons. So, the learning apls WEBEX and
ZOOM were found out of reach in those remote aaras led to the impractical situation by creating tlifferences

between urban and rural students digitally.
Economic Constraints

Most of the families in the rural areas of Indi@ apcio-economically backward. They live hand-tadthdives, and they
mainly depend on farming and livestock rearing.eAtting offline or physical classes is a big questimark where

expecting them to attend the online classes usicignical apps and costly gadgets are preposterous.
Classroom Ambiance

An ideal classroom requires the active participatid teachers and students. However, because afeorbucation,
student participation has drastically decreasedlidEa students used to ask their queries configemithout any
hesitation. However, when exposed to online edonatnost of the students are not confident abaaguse technology,
e.g., which button to click that allows them to ap@nd which button allows them to visualize tocteas. Due to these
apprehensions and inhibitions, the teacher raiatisfone or two those who ask queries. Secondighter monitoring is
effective face-to-face in the physical classes.rEtre last bench students were monitored effigrebyl the teachers.
However, anonymity is ruling the roost in onlin@gdes. The teacher cannot see the students, causisg of interest for
the students and teachers as the teacher canntiteseidents. Because of this, sometimes teafderthat whether the
students are listening to the class or not. Evenely do not listen to the class, they may logitthie class and disappear,

which a teacher does not recognize, resultingeriabk of interest of the students and the teattmsatisfaction.

The language classroom is supposed to be condirctad interactive atmosphere which is not possdibteugh
online teaching. Classroom ambiance plays a vitlal in the teaching-learning process, which way wedispensable in

improving education quality.
Digital llliteracy

We have shifted from offline education to onlinetheiut any prior preparations. Even though the pgarand teachers
well-qualified, exposure to digital devices is lied. Online teaching is very new to the students/@s as the teachers.

Because of this, assistance from teachers as s/plhi@nts was not expected. The typical difficalering online classes
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are some students cannot mute their audio; theytentheir mike in the middle of the lecture, intgrting the class. Even
after repeated requests to mute their mike coutchatp as they were digitally illiterates and fresh to use this kind of
application. Some students would unintentionalljtawon the video; such practical problems are bapp because of a

lack of guidance. As they are digitally illiterat¢isey are unable to understand the upgraded tésntoo.
Passive Learners

Due to online education, the student-teacher iaterhas decreased, resultinghe lack of discipline that made students
passive learners. During the face-to-face intevactieacher monitoring was effective. Students usgzhrticipate actively
in the classroom, teachers acting as guides usgidécsome activities to enhance the students' LSRMWs. Even though
there is much scope to give educational activitidine, as proper monitoring is not possible, stitsléack interest in their

classes and become passive learners.
Dry-Eye Syndrome

Due to binge-watching of screens, many studentsreperting dry-eye syndrome. In online learningp@sure to the
screens has increased rapidly. Because of thisepaindstudents are restricted to houses, and phaeticipation in outdoor
games is banned. Staying home, lack of exercigeeaposure to the screens significantly affectsioelents' health. Due
to increased screen time, the students suffer &datk of sound sleep, which will lead to obesitg ather health issues

like dry eye syndrome.
Mid-Day Meals

The pandemic leads to another significant losautal rareas' children is the lack of mid-day meBl®viously, to reduce
the school dropout rate, the government has inteda mid-day meals scheme. This scheme helpetiia taining
significant students' attendance to schools inlraraas., Implementing mid-day meals through onkmkication is
impossible. In light of this again, the dropouteréias increased, significantly affecting the dindents. The girl students
are asked to look after the younger sibling at hoonghey are compelled to work at their farm orkvas daily labor as

economic constraints are very high in rural areasmhbse of this global pandemic.
CONCLUSIONS

The global pandemic has drastically affected thecation sector, specifically private schools, aalleges. The hands-on
experience of the students has greatly suffereattieal knowledge of students is kept in ambigasyall the laboratories
are closed. Most of the teachers work for selfséattion and develop interpersonal relationshipswéler, because of
online teaching, the teachers have lost the flafaeaching. They feel dissatisfied as they teachcreens instead of the
students, resulting in a lack of excitement andesinsm. All the students and teachers are stibimfusion about when
the schools are going to reopen. The situationsleslt the people in chaos, not knowing the futuks. this global
pandemic has changed the complete scenario oé#uhing-learning process and exposed all the stsidei teachers to
online education, it has become the responsibditythe governments to provide good broadband sesvend data
accessibility in rural areas. The governments alsed to conduct workshops on these learning apioiicato explore
teachers' knowledge to assist the children propétiyen after the pandemic, the Board of secondducation and
universities needs to modify the curriculum andabs design and the teaching strategies relewahbth online and

offline education.
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